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SLOVAK PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS´ CHARACTERISTICS:


SLOVAK INVESTMENT AND TRADE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
(Slovenská agentúra pre rozvoj investícií a obchodu – SARIO)
| SARIO, Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency

sario-profile-2024-eng.pdf

The Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency (SARIO) is the investment promotion state agency of the Slovak Republic within the competence of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic. 

The mission of SARIO is to accelerate the investment, export and innovation potential of the Slovak Republic with the intention of turning the country into a technology center attractive to foreign investors, experts and potential business partners. Our goal is to develop export potential in globally competitive industries and territories, support the expansion of established companies, foreign investment, increase employment in high value-added sectors and all regions in accordance with the strategy and economic policy of the Government of the Slovak Republic. 

The vision of SARIO is to introduce the Slovak Republic as an attractive business center for foreign investors with the aim of creating jobs, preferably in sectors with high added value, and present Slovak companies as reliable and competitive business partners.
The Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency contributes to the mission by initiating technology transfer, connecting the scientific and business spheres, providing effective pro-client services, tools and platforms for internationalization-oriented companies, and developing export opportunities for products, services and innovations.

Representatives: 
Mr Martin HLAVACIK, Senior Consultant, Investment Projects Department
Ms Kristina STOKLASOVA, Consultant, Foreign Trade Department

Focus of the presentation: 
Presentation of Slovakia as an attractive business and investment destination for foreign investors with a view to cresting jobs, preferably in high value-added sectors.
Presentation of Slovak companies as reliable and competitive business partners.
Presentation of the main services of the SARIO agency.

Expectations:
· establishing contacts on institutional level with Italian partners
· outline concrete possibilities for bilateral cooperation, determine its sectoral focus
· discussing the possibilities of cooperation in potential business missions in the Italian regions
· presentation of business environment in Slovakia  for potential Italian investors

Possible follow-up: 
· cooperation in realization of business misions in the region
· assisting with inquieries of Slovak or Italian businessmen
· interlinking Slovak companies with the Chamber of commerce and industry 
· cooperation with specific Italian companies that would consider Slovakia a potential investment destination 



SLOVAK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(Slovenská obchodná a priemyselná komora – SOPK)
Camera di commercio e industria slovacca (sopk.sk)

Presentation video: Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry - video

Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) is a public private institution founded by law in 1992. It acts as an independent representative of Slovak business and economic activities, focused on supporting and protecting business activities and coordinating business interests of its members in Slovakia and abroad. 

SCCI is the only business institution that has created regional structures covering the whole of Slovakia. The Headquarters is in Bratislava, and in each regional capital city one regional chamber of SCCI develops its activities. In addition, it also establishes 17 professional sections and 5 advisory bodies – committees with nationwide scope.

Both natural persons and corporate entities who are active in business or are related to business environment are members of SCCI. As of 1996, membership is voluntary. 

SCCI is present in international chambers – Eurochambers based in Brussels and International Chamber of Commerce based in Paris. 

The Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry has been building a tight relation with foreign chambers of commerce. Cooperation is based on official contracts. This helps SCCI and its members find new business or production partners from abroad or deepen any existing cooperation. Regional SCCI chambers are also included, while most of the activities are carried out with partners that are geographically close.

Considering industry fields, a wide range of businesses is active in SCCI. Either production companies, trade corporations, banks, insurance houses, service providers, agricultural or food industry entities – as well as specialized high schools. When it comes to size, SCCI members range from large companies with Slovak and foreign capital, holdings, incorporated companies to smaller SMEs. SCCI members take 84% share of total Slovak GDP and almost 90% of Slovak export.

SCCI offers a wide range of services, regardless of whether companies are or are not an SCCI member: organizing of business missions, B2B events, participation at international fairs and exhibitions; organizing seminars and training; legal services; advisory and consulting services; certification services; projects; publishing activity.


Representative: 
Ms Zuzana SCEPANOVA, Director, International Cooperation and EU Integration Department

Focus of the presentation: 
Opportunities of the Slovak market

Expectations:
Connect with Italian companies from the following industry sectors: automotive, machine, food, chemical, plastic, textile 

COUNCIL OF SLOVAK EXPORTERS
Exporteri.sk - Rada slovenských exportérov
www.exporter.sk





The Council of Slovak Exporters (CSE) is a 120+ strong member association representing the Slovak Export community, solely through facilitation, collective voice, and as an intermediary communication hub with relevant financial, legal, and insurance partners secured in place for our members.  
Our Core pillars:
· Public Communication in support of Slovak exporters
· Tailored information and assistance
· High Level networking events
· Global Network of partners linked to international trade

Since our inception, we have attained multiple accolades and garnered plaudits for hosting multiple bespoke bilateral events, among many other nuanced offerings, and count ourselves as a trusted and reliable international partner. What we lack in size we make up in more than effective delivery and as recognition of our accomplishments, the Council also sits on the Governmental Council for Competitiveness and Productivity with the Prime Minister tri-annually, on all matters pertaining to Slovak Export.

One of our unique strengths is our global network and partnership pool where we count on associations whom we actively collaborate with in Serbia; Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Kazakhstan, Taiwan, and Ukraine to name a few which is bolstered in the region as the founding team behind the Visegrad 4 Business Conference, with our partners in Czechia, Hungary, and Poland comprising the rest of a team in a now well documented and established format uniting the private and public sectors, through business. 

We are also proud to announce the recent launch of a brand-new portal and app tailored exclusively under the www.exporter.sk umbrella to help facilitate prospects for the Slovak export community to match partners and sector-specific opportunities through easily navigable filters in foreign markets.  

Representatives:
Mr Lukas PARIZEK, Chairman
Mr Parízek previously served as the State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic in 2016-2020 and was a Special Representative for the Slovak OSCE Chairmanship. In his capacity as the State Secretary, Mr. Parízek was responsible for areas of security policy, economic diplomacy, development assistance, international organizations, and the non-EU European territories, as well as Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and the Americas.
He earned his degree in International Relations at the Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO) in the Russian Federation. After graduation, he worked for Transnational Threats Department at the OSCE Secretariat in Vienna, Austria. From 2013 to 2015 he worked at the Defence Policy Department at the Ministry of Defence of the Slovak Republic. Before his appointment, Mr. Parízek worked at the Department of Communication and International Cooperation at the Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency. 

Mr Zulf HYATT-KHAN, Deputy Chairman 
Mr Hyatt-Khan´s role revolves around the internationalization of the enterprise of its 100+ members, the growth and development of the organization, the opening of new markets for Slovak businesses, and is also currently the co-founder of the Visegrad 4 Business Conference.  
He brings a wealth of global and culturally nuanced experience that started in the UK and has spanned across the globe including senior positions in executive roles in B-G and Mega Projects in the Middle East for several Fortune 500 companies.
Mr Zulf Hyatt-Khan is also a globally accomplished event host and has a background as a broadcaster covering local activities and international high-level events and is the host of two podcasts entitled “(un)Diplomatic the Podcast” and “Exportair International”.

Focus of the presentation:
Main export-import sectors, importance of the partnership between Slovakia and Italy in the reconstruction of Ukraine

Expectations:
Council of Slovak Exporters is ready to establish contacts with ltalian partners.




KLUB 500
www.klub500.sk 

Since 2002, Klub 500 has been bringing together Slovak owners of companies employing more than 500 employees. Klub 500 represents an elite group of business leaders in Slovakia who lead companies that achieve exceptional results and have a significant impact on the Slovak economy. Klub 500 defends the interests of Slovak entrepreneurs in negotiations with the Government of the Slovak Republic, representatives of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, ministries, other central government bodies, and local self-government bodies. Klub 500 is involved in the development of legal norms and conceptual materials in the areas of economic and industrial policy. The aim of Klub 500 is to create a quality and competitive business environment that benefits all entrepreneurs and their employees. 

The Chairman of Klub 500, Mr. Vladimír Soták, was also a long-time Vice President of the Italian-Slovak Chamber of Commerce, and the cooperation between the Italian-Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Klub 500 continues to this day. Vladimír Soták is also the CEO of Železiarne Podbrezová, which is the largest exporter from Slovakia to Italy.

As part of its activities, Klub 500 provides its members with a unique platform for exchanging experiences and establishing business contacts, enabling its members to share best practices, discuss strategic challenges, and seek common opportunities for growth and development. This makes Klub 500 an important player in promoting entrepreneurial culture and innovation in Slovakia. Klub 500 is open to international cooperation and support in networking and information exchange at the international level as well.

Representatives:

Mr Milan FILO, Vice President, Klub 500, President of the Eco Investment company
Mr Richard ZIGMUND, Director general, SHP Group 
Mr Tibor GREGOR, Executive Director, Klub 500 

Focus of the presentation:
Specifics of the business culture in Slovakia

Expectations:
Klub 500 is ready to establish contacts with local employers' organizations or other relevant partners.




[bookmark: _Hlk161395188]NATIONAL UNION OF EMPLOYERS OF SLOVAKIA
(Republiková únia zamestnávateľov – RUZ)
www.ruzsr.sk 

National Union of Employers of Slovakia (NUE) is the largest private employers association in Slovakia.  IT Association of Slovakia is the largest association of information technologies companies in Slovakia.  
Both associations are active in seeking international cooperation and partnerships particularly in areas such as green and digital transformation as well as in promoting private sector development. 

Digital Coalition – The National Coalition for Digital Skills and Jobs of the Slovak Republic is a national initiative established at the initiative of the European Commission within the framework of the Digital skills and jobs coalition policy. Its mission is to improve digital skills in Slovakia. The organisation was established in 2017 by the then Deputy Prime Minister Peter Pellegrini and the IT Association of Slovakia. 

Coalition currently brings together almost 100 members – key stakeholders in the field of education and ICT in Slovakia. Members join the Digital Coalition voluntarily and free of charge by signing up to the Digital Coalition Members Memorandum at the same time as making valuable commitments to manage the impact of Industry 4.0 on human resources – the digital transformation of society and activities and professional contributions supporting the enhancement of digital skills.

Representative: 
[bookmark: _Hlk161395200]Mr Mario LELOVSKY, 1st Vice President, NUE, 1st Vice President, IT Association od Slovakia, Chairman of the Board, Digital Coalition

Focus of the presentation:
Priorities and specifics of sectors in Slovakia from the point of view of employers, 

Expectations:
Formalization of cooperation, planning of future cooperation and projects



[bookmark: _Hlk161395228]EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
EXIMBANKA - Eximbanka.sk

Export-Import Bank of the Slovak Republic (EXIMBANKA SR), state-owned Official Export – Credit Agency serves as the direct instrument of the state for support of Slovak exporters by means of financing, guarantee and insurance portfolio. EXIMBANKA SR is actively helping exporters to enter into business relationships where the commercial financial sector is less interested to undertake risks, while creating conditions for the expansion of Slovak exports to perspective territories with higher level of risks. Mission of EXIMBANKA SR is to effectively increase competitiveness of Slovak exporters in international markets and minimize business-related risks. 
[bookmark: _Hlk161395276]EXIMBANKA SR has an active cooperation with its natural bilateral partners in Italy (SACE, SIMEST, CDP) within the EU working groups. OECD as well as the largest global union of export credit and investment insurers – the Berne Union
[bookmark: _Hlk160810792]
Representative: 
[bookmark: _Hlk161395240]Mr Rastislav PODHOREC, Director General 

Focus of the presentation:
Possibilities of support via banking, guarantee and insurance products portfolio of EXIMBANKA SR

Expectations:
Establishment of contacts and raising awareness of the possibilities of support from EXIMBANKA SR for delegation participants, primarily for the business community representatives; the local partners can benefit from the support for the purchase of goods and servises of the Slovak companies.

Possible follow up: 
EXIMBANKA SR is ready to assist Slovak exporters with setting up suitable credit and backstop solutions for their project already in the phase of a structured transaction.



[bookmark: _Hlk161395407]CAMERA DI COMMERCIO ITALO-SLOVACCA
La Camera di Commercio Italo-Slovacca | camit.sk

La Camera di Commercio Italo-Slovacca è un'associazione bilaterale riconosciuta dal Governo Italiano che opera al servizio degli imprenditori che vogliono sviluppare relazioni commerciali tra Italia e Slovacchia.

Rappresentiamo un network di circa 200 imprese, includendo le più importanti realtà italiane presenti in Slovacchia. Gli associati che utilizzano la Camera come centro servizi e come strumento di dialogo con le istituzioni slovacche per risolvere problemi concreti, e per cogliere opportunità di finanziamento.

In oltre 20 anni di attività abbiamo aiutato circa 5.000 aziende fornendo consulenza di tipo fiscale, servizio di contabilità e supporto nelle ricerche di partner commerciali e di clienti. Quale organizzazione senza scopo di lucro, siamo in grado di operare esclusivamente nell'interesse dello sviluppo economico delle imprese, contribuendo concretamente a farle operare con successo sul mercato a cui si rivolgono.

Appartenendo al network mondiale delle oltre 70 Camere di Commercio Italiane all'Estero - Assocamerestero, ci è possibile ampliare a livello internazionale il nostro raggio di azione, operando in rete con oltre cinquanta Paesi. Siamo Soci della Camera di Commercio Slovacca.

Rappresentante: 
[bookmark: _Hlk161395383]Mr Feneziani Moreno, President
Mr Giorgio Dovigi, Secretary General
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A ONE-STOP SHOP
FOR SLOVAK EXPORT

We assist 'our members with relevant and timely
information. We facilitate communication with state
institutions, international organizations and the financial
sector. Our goal is to support the development and
growth of Slovak export.

Public communication in support of Slovak exporters
Tailored information and export related assistance
Professional networking events

Global network of relevant entities related to international trade
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BENEFIT FROM OUR GLOBAL NETWORK & LOCAL EXPERTISE.

ABOUTUS

The Council of Slovak Exporters {CSE) - is a 100+ member association comprised
entirely of private sector companies. CSE actively promotes and supports the
legitimate interests of Slovak companies with aspirations to drive their export related

interest further through various mechanisms. The organization was born out of the
neglect for export sopport during the pandemic and has since grown from strength

to strength in multiple arenas.
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Read what our members

and parthets say about us.

PROUD MEMBERS & PARTNERS

Eximbanka is pleased
to be an ongoing
partner of the Council
of Slovak Exporters

Marian Janodko
CEO, Eximbanka SR

OUR 3 PILLARS —»

Matador Group values
its membership of the
Council of Slovak
Exporters and their
ambitions te improve
export conditions.

Stefan Rosina
president, Matador Group
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SDIA welcomes its
cooperation with the
Council of Slovak
Exporters, that
provides members of
our asseciation
support in developing
their export activities

Ing. Tibor Straka
President, 3DIA
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SERVICES

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT INFORMATION COLLECTIVE VOICE
Bespoke approach to member queries Relaying of relevant information Strength in numbers to help push
(subject to individual derand) pertaining to state support and accessible forward the national export agenda

financial mechanisms stc.

CRISIS MANAGEMENT

MATERIALS LINKS & NETWORKING LOBBYING & PR
CSE offers an array of in-depth economic Perhaps the biggest and most unique We take a proactive approach to help
analyses, daily bulletins, monthly export offering is the unwavering opportunities shape the correct narrative for your
digests, business manuals and the the CSE offersin linking its membersto  business and your issues {charges may be
ExportAlr International Podcast global opportunities applied)

MEMBERSHIP

Membership to the Council of Slovak Exporters is competitively priced and is
accessible to all Slovak business entities. We believe that this fee has to
remain fair and competitive for all businesses, no matter the size and is
cormnmensurate with our services {see above). Every CSE member can
actively participate and form the agenda of the Council. Simultaneously, a
company can present itself, as well as its business interests and success
stories. CSE is open to each and every Slovak business which either exports
or has ambition to do so, with partnerships offered to state institutions, banks,
International organizations and similar business associations.

ACHIEVEMENTS

There are a guite few to list but here are a couple we are especially proud of; in just
over a year Into the organization’s existence, ve welcomed our bronze medal status
from the European Secretariat of Cluster Analysis and perhaps the most significant
achievernent to date was spearheading a first of its kind Visegrad 4 Business
Conference with three partners across the region, where business was united under
one roof, across multiple sectors to much acclaim. As recognition for such endeavors,
CSE was invited to sit exclusively on the Slovak Governmental Council of
Zompetitiveness and Productivity on all matters relating to Slovak export issues.

JOINUS

Come and be a part of real and actionable change and join a group of organizations
whose ambitions are all aligned with the goal of increasing opportunities for Slovak
businesses. We need you, and we also think not so humbly that you also need us!
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SLOVAK EXPORTERS DIRECTORY is an online business database promoting
Slovak export-oriented companies in the international environment. The
directory aims to globally promote Slovak economy and support

international business. The directory lists and summarizes Slovak companies
that have export ambitions and are looking for new business opportunities.
Companies list can be filtered by sector or territory of interest.

§33 Industries

Finance (6) | Construction (8) 0 Defence & Security (40) v Food Industry (14)
s y

l&@

«
N

Technologies & IT (25) @ Agriculture & Forestry (3) % Aviation and Aerospace (17) (Y2 General Mechanical (8)
v V

= =9
@ Manufacturing (24) S%\ Investments (3) ‘f’c_t_x\. Automotive Industry (7) “‘""‘1 Health & Pharmacy (2)
(B Ol ——r

@ Export countries

Afghanistan (13) Viet Nam (20) I3 Zimbabwe (9) : Botswana (5)
g Saudi Arabia (22) Uzbekistan (24) == United States (23) 5 Argentina (16)
- Lithuania (53) ' China (25) . Samoa (6) ‘ﬁ Bhutan (14)
— "

mmm CostaRica (12) = Latvia (53) 'e' Brazil (21) = Colombia (16)

Companies
N—2

Council of Slovak Exporters

BASIC INFO MAIN EXPORT ZONES EXPORT COUNTRIES
At the beginning of April 2020, when Covid-19 started

truly impacting lecal businesses, a newly emerged

Export Support Initiative called for Skovak exporters 10 . Frivorn
unite, In two months, this Initiative was supported by

more than 130 companies. This demand led to Australia and Oceania

establishing the Council of Siovak Exporters, which is

an association comprised of private entities. This ccrreg
business platform is open for all Slovak businesses

ich either ¢: e an a 1 a %
which either export or have an ambition 10 access Eastern Africa
foreign markets, The aim is to connect exporters and Soun
facilitate dialogue with state institutions, international
organizations and financial institutions, including

banks, ) -,
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63212231 . Versso
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For new registration take following steps: click Register a new company, create
a company profile, wait for validation and payment conditions.

The directory is regularly updated and shared among official state institutions,
foreign diplomatic missions, international businesses and partners worldwide.
The updated list is distributed globally several times a year.

@ GLOBAL EXPOSURE

Showcase your company to potential partners worldwide through a modern
online database.

@ TARGETED VISIBILITY

Cet listed under relevant business sectors and territorial priorities, ensuring you
reach the right audience, including business partners, state and financial
institutions.

3% ENHANCED NETWORKING

Connect with foreign diplomatic missions, Slovak embassies, and other
perspective stakeholders.

X BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Stay informed about trade missions, fairs, exhibitions, and tenders.

(@J FINANCIAL AND SUPPORT INSTRUMENTS

Explore financing options and connect with relevant institutions.

Export oriented companies with over 50% of Slovak ownership are eligible
to use the Seal of Slovak Exporter.

With the Slovak Exporters Directory, you will keep
your potential business partners in the loop.





TERMS AND CONDITIONS

PURPOSE OF THE DIRECTORY
The Slovak Exporters Directory (referred to as
.Directory®) is administered by the Council of
Slovak Exporters with a registered seat at
Tomasikova 28/A, 82109 Bratislava (referred to
as ,Administrator “).
The technical support for the Directory is
provided by Panterra Advisory s.r.o. with
registered seat at Lombardiniho 22/B, 831 03
Bratislava, (referred to as ,Processor ).
The online Directory is uploaded on the web
page https://exporter.sk.
Slovak Exporters Directory serves as an online
platform for listing and promoting export
companies operating in Slovakia to Slovak
and international stakeholders. Users can
search for relevant businesses, access
company profiles, and connect with potential
partners based on the sectorial or geographic
preference.

2. USER AGREEMENT

By accessing or using the Directory, users
agree to comply with these terms and
conditions. Users must provide accurate and
up-to-date information during the
registration process. In case any information
within the Directory becomes invalid, the
user is obliged to inform the Administrator
about such inconsistency.

3. LISTING CRITERIA

Companies seeking inclusion in the Directory
must meet specific criteria related to export
activities. The Administrator reserves the
right to approve or reject listings based on
these criteria. Listed companies must
subscribe to the listing and maintenance fees
of the Directory. The fees consist of 260 euros
for the initial company listing, plus a retainer
fee of 20 euros per month, invoiced annually
by the Administrator.

Export-oriented companies with over 50% of
Slovak ownership are eligible to use the Seal
of Slovak Exporter.

4, CONTENT GUIDELINES

Users are responsible for the accuracy and
legality of the information they submit.
Prohibited content includes false
information, offensive material, or anything
that violates intellectual property rights.

5. PRIVACY AND DATA PROTECTION
Administrator collects and processes user
data in accordance with Slovak privacy laws.
Users’ personal information is not shared
with third parties without consent. If a
company wishes to be removed from the
Directory, it must request cancellation by
the Administrator. Upon such a request, the
Administrator will completely delete the
user’s data forthwith.

6. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Users retain ownership of their content. Users
grant Administrators a license to display and
promote their content within the Directory.
Unauthorized use of Directory content is
prohibited.

7. LIABILITY AND DISCLAIMERS
Administrator provides the Directory “as is”
and does not guarantee the accuracy or
reliability of listings. Users acknowledge that
they use the Directory at their own risk. The
Administrator shall not be responsible for any
damages caused by inaccurate information
listed in the Directory.

8. TERMINATION AND REMOVAL
Administratorreserves the right to remove
listings or terminate user accounts for
violations of these terms. Users can reguest
removal of their listings at any time. In case
the listing is canceled at any time, the user
does not have the right to return any paid
amount related to the listing of the company.

9. GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION
These terms are governed by Slovak and EU
laws. Any disputes will be resolved through
arbitration within Slovakia.

10. UPDATES AND MODIFICATIONS

The Administrator may update these terms
periodically. Users will be notified only of
major changes.

11. COMMUNICATION
For communication, users can contact the
Administrator via email at
support@exporter.sk

*The Administrator of the Slovak Exporters Directory reserves the right to individually approve

the listing of every company.
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